Bridge to Terabithia
Chapters 1-4
PAIRS
Work in pairs to answer the following questions:
	Have you ever known anyone like Leslie?  What might it be like to have a friend like Leslie?

In what ways is Leslie different from the other students at Lark Creek School?  How do the other students treat her?
How does Jess react when Gary Fulcher wants to see his drawing?  What do you learn about Jess from his reaction?
Describe the secret place that Leslie and Jess create.  Why is this place so special and so important to them?

INDEPENDENT

A metaphor directly compares two unlike things, usually using the verb “to be” (is, has). When a metaphor is used, emotions and associations from one context are associated with objects and entities in a different context.  For example, “He has a heart of stone”.

Much like a metaphor, a simile is used to compare two things—but instead of explicitly saying that one thing is another, a simile keeps these ideas separate. A simile is a comparison between two things, usually using the words “like” or “as.” Instead of saying that something IS something else, a simile says that something is LIKE something else. For example, “His heart is as hard as a stone” or “Her eyes are as blue as the ocean”.

Discuss what the following phrases mean and how they add to the book. Do they help establish setting, character, or tone? What if a more direct comparison had been used, or the metaphor or simile had not been used at all?
PHRASE
SIMILIE or METAPHOR
WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
Jesse would be hot as popping grease



Momma would be as mad as flies in a fruit jar if they woke her up this time of day


Sweating like a knock-kneed mule (Ellie referring to Jesse)



Four year olds were a pure pain




…her voice soft and smooth as suede



She was the diamond, sparking out of that muddy, grassless, dirty-brick setting.


…his heart was knocking at his Adam’s apple.



..the sun flung itself in golden streams through the trees to splash warmly at their feet.



Answer these 3 questions independently:
	 How do Jess and Leslie become friends?  What interests and feelings regarding other people do they share?  How are they different?  Write a paragraph of two describing these characters from different backgrounds who become best friends.

Like many young people, Jess has regular household chores to do.  Divide a piece of paper into two columns.  In the first column, list your regular home chores.  In the second, list things you do occasionally when the need arises.  Use these two lists to write a job description for your “job” at home.
What do these two phrases mean?  Write an explanation of each phrase and how it helps the reader understand the text better.
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